
Formative/Summative
Formative assessments are used to understand 
where a student is in the learning progression and 
the next steps to improve learning. Summative 
scores are used to determine whether students have 
learned what they were expected to learn. Think of 
formative as practice, and summative as 
performance. 
Formative or Summative Definitions and Criteria

Year-long Standards
Standards are year-long learning expectations. Trimesters 1 and 2 should be viewed as progress regarding 
student achievement on what they have been taught at that point in the year.  Trimester 3 should be 
viewed as the final report regarding evidence of student learning on year-long academic standards 
proficiency. The goal is for all students to meet the standard by the end of the year. If a standard or 
domain is not assessed in a trimester, you will see NA for Not Assessed.

InsuffIcient Evidence
A teacher will enter a score of IE for Insufficient 
Evidence when they do not have evidence of 
student learning. The grade will be adjusted when 
evidence of student learning is available.

More Information
Helpful links:
RCSD Assessment, Feedback, and Grading Site
Video Explaining the RCSD Grading Policies
Research that Supports RCSD Beliefs and Practices

Default Calculation
Grades should reflect consistent academic 
achievement on year-long standards proficiency.  
Teachers determine a final grade based on 
consistency and recency of student evidence.  The 
default calculation in the online gradebook is mode, 
which calculates the score a student achieved most 
consistently in the trimester.

RCSD Assessment and Grading Beliefs
● Students should be involved in the assessment and grading process
● Students should know the clear learning targets before they are taught and assessed
● Students should have the opportunity to be taught and assessed to the mastery level 
● Assessment and grading practices should reflect a rigorous learning environment that is supportive 

of ungraded practice, mistakes, learning, and ongoing feedback in a continuous cycle
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Learning Behaviors
We believe learning behaviors are important and 
should be reported separately. Students are graded 
on three behaviors: Engagement, Utilizes Feedback 
and Resources, and Work Completion. Students 
receive scores of Rarely (R), Sometimes (S), or 
Consistently (C). This is reported halfway through 
and at the end of each trimester.
Learning Behavior Rubric

No Overall Subject Grade
We believe grades should provide clear feedback 
about student strengths and areas for growth. 
Therefore, there is no overall subject grade.  
Students will get communication, feedback, and 
grades on specific standards or criteria.
Criteria for Each Subject

Four Clear Learning Levels
In the RCSD grading system, each learning level has a clear definition and clear performance criteria. The 
four levels are Beginning, Approaching, Proficient, and Mastery.  The four levels allow teachers to 
provide clarity about a learning target, and the criteria to reach each level.  Students can then both 
self-assess and get specific teacher feedback on areas of strength or areas for growth to improve 
learning.  The goal is for all students to reach 
Standard Met (IB Rubric Score 5, 6, 7, 8).
Four Learning Levels- Descriptions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16qohTrcPgW17FuEVrGZ1wAgb2OxU6e0U2Qe2YMxU59M/edit
https://www.rcsdk8.org/afg
https://youtu.be/ewnn9Z6hrSA
https://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/proficiency-based-learning/research-evidence/research-supporting-ten-principles-grading-reporting/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajKzZocAJC7jt2rIqKM3gpf-8-QKK11qVFLaVPnSiwM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14R6S6sj1pBQtxdnvxR8kBYzkXnkTHwkI-aiBVT6f7fU/edit?ts=5cc0974d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K0fhTYhzcgv3Q1yYjwRBs8zLqf9wpWlT5A4fw5cwzR4/edit
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Learning Behaviors Rubric

Descriptions for The Learning Levels

Extracurricular Activity Eligibility Policy
Students participating in school-sponsored extracurricular activities shall demonstrate positive learning 
behaviors.  Students are expected to not have a total of six or more “Rarely” scores (Buljan, Chilton, 
Cooley), or seven or more for IB Schools (Eich).

Students are expected to meet school-wide behavior expectations as outlined in the school handbook.  The 
athletic director, club advisor, or principal designee shall validate if the student is meeting school-wide 
behavior and learning behavior expectations. 

If students do not meet the above criteria for participation in any extracurricular activities, the student has 
the right to appeal the decision to the site administration.


